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(b) The master may permit hatches
or other openings to be uncovered or
opened for reasonable purposes such as
ship’s maintenance, when existing con-
ditions warrant the action and the
openings can readily be closed.

§ 169.824 Compliance with provisions
of certificate of inspection.

The master or person in charge of the
vessel shall see that all of the provi-
sions of the certificate of inspection
are strictly adhered to. Nothing in this
subpart shall be construed as limiting
the master or person in charge of the
vessel, on his own responsibility, from
diverting from the route prescribed in
the certificate of inspection or taking
such other steps as he deems necessary
and prudent to assist vessels in distress
or for other similar emergencies.

§ 169.825 Wearing of safety belts.
The master of each vessel shall en-

sure that each person wears an ap-
proved safety harness when aloft or
working topside in heavy weather.

TESTS, DRILLS, AND INSPECTIONS

§ 169.826 Steering, communications
and control.

The master shall test the vessel’s
steering gear, signaling whistle, engine
controls, and communications equip-
ment prior to getting underway.

§ 169.827 Hatches and other openings.
The master is responsible for seeing

that all hatches, openings in the hull,
and watertight doors are properly
closed tight.

§ 169.829 Emergency lighting and
power systems.

(a) Where fitted, the master shall
have the emergency lighting and power
systems operated and inspected at
least once in each week that the vessel
is navigated to ensure that the system
is in proper operating condition.

(b) The master shall have the inter-
nal combustion engine driven emer-
gency generators operated under load
for at least 2 hours at least once in
each month that the vessel is navi-
gated.

(c) The master shall have the storage
batteries for emergency lighting and

power systems tested at least once in
each 6-month period that the vessel is
navigated to demonstrate the ability of
the storage battery to supply the emer-
gency loads for the specified period of
time.

(d) The date of each test and the con-
dition and performance of the appara-
tus must be noted in the official log-
book.

§ 169.831 Emergency position indicat-
ing radio beacon (EPIRB).

The master shall ensure that—
(a) The EPIRB required in § 169.555 of

this subchapter is tested monthly,
using the integrated test circuit and
output indicator, to determine that it
is operative; and

(b) The EPIRB’s battery is replaced
after the EPIRB is used and before the
marked expiration date.

§ 169.833 Fire and boat drills.

(a) When the vessel is operating, the
master shall conduct a fire and boat
drill each week. The scheduling of
drills is at the discretion of the master
except that at least one fire and boat
drill must be held within 24 hours of
leaving a port if more than 25 percent
of the ship’s company have been re-
placed at that port.

(b) The fire and boat drill must be
conducted as if an actual emergency
existed. All persons on board including
guests shall report to their respective
stations and be prepared to perform the
duties specified in the station bill.

(1) Fire pumps must be started and a
sufficient number of outlets used to as-
certain that the system is in proper
working order.

(2) All rescue and safety equipment
must be brought from the emergency
equipment lockers and the persons des-
ignated must demonstrate their ability
to use the equipment.

(3) All watertight doors which are in
use while the vessel is underway must
be operated.

(4) Weather permitting, lifeboat cov-
ers and strongbacks must be removed,
plugs or caps put in place, boat ladders
secured in position, painters led for-
ward and tended, and other life saving
equipment prepared for use. The motor
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and hand-propelling gear of each life-
boat, where fitted, must be operated
for at least 5 minutes.

(5) In port, every lifeboat must be
swung out, if practicable. The unob-
structed lifeboats must be lowered to
the water and the ship’s company must
be exercised in the use of the oars or
other means of propulsion. Although
all lifeboats may not be used in a par-
ticular drill, care must be taken that
all lifeboats are given occasional use to
ascertain that all lowering equipment
is in proper order and the crew prop-
erly trained. The master shall ensure
that each lifeboat is lowered to the
water at least once every 3 months.

(6) When the vessel in underway, and
weather permitting, all lifeboats must
be swung out to ascertain that the gear
is in proper order.

(7) The person in charge of each life-
boat and liferaft shall have a list of its
crew and shall ensure that the persons
under his or her command are ac-
quainted with their duties.

(8) Lifeboat equipment must be ex-
amined at least once a month to ensure
that it is complete.

(9) The master shall ensure that all
persons on board fully participate in
these drills and that they have been in-
structed in the proper method of don-
ning and adjusting the personal flota-
tion devices and exposure suits used
and informed of the stowage location of
these devices.

(c) The master shall have an entry
made in the vessel’s official logbook
relative to each fire and boat drill set-
ting forth the date and hour, length of
time of the drill, numbers on the life-
boats swung out and numbers on those
lowered, the length of time that motor
and hand-propelled lifeboats are oper-
ated, the number of lengths of hose
used, together with a statement as to
the condition of all fire and lifesaving
equipment, watertight door mecha-
nisms, valves, etc. An entry must also
be made to report the monthly exam-
ination of the lifeboat equipment. If in
any week the required fire and boat
drills are not held or only partial drills
are held, an entry must be made stat-
ing the circumstances and extend of
the drills held.

(d) A copy of these requirements
must be framed under glass or other

transparent material and posted in a
conspicuous place about the vessel.

§ 169.837 Lifeboats, liferafts, and
lifefloats.

(a) The master or person in charge
shall ensure that the lifeboats, rescue
boats, liferafts, and lifefloats, are prop-
erly maintained at all times, and that
all equipment for the vessel required
by the regulations in this subchapter is
provided, maintained, and replaced as
indicated or when necessary and no
less frequently than required by para-
graph (b) of this section.

(b) The master shall ensure that:
(1) Each lifeboat has been stripped,

cleaned and thoroughly overhauled at
least once in each year.

(2) The fuel tanks of motor propelled
lifeboats have been emptied and fuel
changed once every twelve months.

(3) Each lifefloat has been cleaned
and thorughly overhauled once every
twelve months.

(4) Each inflatable liferaft has been
serviced at an approved facility every
12 months or not later than the next
vessel; inspection for certification if
the time since the date of the last serv-
icing does not exceed 15 months.

§ 169.839 Firefighting equipment.
(a) The master or person in charge

shall ensure that the vessel’s firefight-
ing equipment is at all times ready for
use and that all firefighting equipment
required by the regulations in this sub-
chapter is provided, maintained, and
replaced as indicated.

(b) The master or person in charge
shall have performed at least once
every 12 months the tests and inspec-
tions of all hand portable fire extin-
guishers, semiportable fire extinguish-
ing systems, and fixed fire extinguish-
ing systems on board as described in
§ 169.247 of this subchapter. The master
or person in charge shall keep records
of the tests and inspections showing
the dates when performed, the number
and/or other identification of each unit
tested and inspected, and the name(s)
of the person(s) and/or company con-
ducting the tests and inspections.
These records must be made available
to the marine inspectors upon request
and must be kept for the period of va-
lidity of the vessel’s current certificate
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